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Vocabulary Builder

Gin is early English slang for
“engine” or machine. What do you
think the term cotton gin refers to?

/ Checkpoint

Why did the invention of the cotton
ginlead to a boom in cotton
production?

176 Unit4 Chapterti Section3



[image: image6.png]+/ Checkpoint

List three ways African Americans
resisted slavery.
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The Plantation South
Section 3 Focus Question

How did cotton affect the social and economic life of the South?
To begin answering this question,

•
Find out about the “Cotton Kingdom.”

•
Examine the life of African Americans in the South.
Cotton production expanded in the South to supply the textile
industry. Whether free or enslaved, African Americans in the
South faced many hardships.

The Cotton Kingdom

As the textile industry in the North grew, the demand for cotton
rose. Eli Whitney’s invention of the cotton gin in 1793 allowed the
South to meet this demand. The cotton gin used a spiked wooden
cylinder to remove seeds from cotton fibers.
Cotton became the greatest source of wealth for the United
States. The southern “Cotton Kingdom” society was dominated
by slaveholding owners of large plantations. Most southern
whites accepted the system of slavery. Supporters of slavery said
that the system was more humane than the free labor system of
the North. But critics pointed out that factory workers could quit
a job if conditions became too harsh. Also, critics said, people held
in slavery often suffered physical or other abuse from white
owners. By the 1830s, some northerners were urging that slavery
be banned.

African Americans in the South

About six percent of African Americans in the South were free.
Many had purchased their freedom. But laws denied them even
basic rights. By law they were excluded from most jobs. They
could not vote, serve on juries, testify against whites in court, or
attend public schools. Free African Americans were even discour-
aged from traveling. They also risked being kidnapped and sold
into slavery. Many free African Americans still made valuable
contributions to southern life.

However, enslaved African Americans faced greater trials.
They had no rights at all. Laws called slave codes controlled
every aspect of their lives. A Kentucky court ruled in 1828 that
“…a slave by our code is not treated as a person but as a
…thing….” Most enslaved African Americans did heavy farm
labor, but many became skilled workers. Some worked in house-
holds. Wherever they worked, they faced the possibility of violent
punishment for many offenses.

Enslaved African Americans had only one protection against
mistreatment: Owners looked on them as valuable property that
they needed to keep healthy and productive. Families of enslaved
African Americans were often broken apart when slave owners
sold one or more of their family members.

After 1808, it was illegal to import enslaved Africans to the
United States. Yet African Americans kept many African customs
alive, including styles of music and dance. Many looked to the
Bible for hope. African Americans composed spirituals—
religious folk songs that blended biblical themes with the realities
of slavery.

African Americans found ways to resist slavery. Some worked
slowly, broke equipment, and even fled to seek freedom in the
North. Some led rebellions. Nat Turner led the most famous slave
uprising in 1831. He and his companions killed some 60 whites. In
reprisal, many innocent African Americans were executed.
Check Your Progress

1.
How were cotton and slavery connected?
2.
In what ways did free African Americans in the South have
their rights taken away?

Enslaved African�Americans grow much�of the South’s cotton on�plantations. As cotton�becomes more important,�so does slavery. By 1860�there are nearly 4 million�enslaved African�Americans in the South.





There is a boom in cotton�production, especially in�states like Alabama,�Louisiana, Mississippi,�and Tennessee.





Eli Whitney’s cotton gin�removes seeds from�cotton fibers 50 times�faster than by hand.





Boom in textiles creates�demand for cotton.








