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Cultures of North America
Section Focus Question: How did geography influence the development of cultures of North America?
First Cultures of North America
Who were they? Mound builders, Anasazi, Hohokam
 
What did they do? Mound builders constructed large piles of earth for public buildings, also used as burial places.
Anasazi built large cliff dwellings; to defend against attacks.
Hohokam were highly skilled farmers and dug irrigation canals.
 
Where were they located? Mound Builders from the Appalachian Mountains to the Miss. Valley, largest city Cahokia had as many as 40,000 people located in present day Illinois. 
Anasazi lived in present day Utah, Colorado, Northern Arizona, and New Mexico.
Hohokam lived in the desert of present day Arizona.
When did they emerge? 3,000 years ago.
Why did they settle at their location? Good natural resources & trade
How did their geography influence their way of life? Built their homes based on the natural resources available to them based on their geography. 
Checkpoint ?-For what purpose were the mounds built?  For public buildings and burial grounds
Ways of Life
Who had different ways of life? All the different culture areas/regions
What beliefs did they share? 1 Felt a close relationship to the natural world, 2)believed that spirits dwelled in nature and that they were a part of their daily lives.
3)Also they had a strong oral tradition, storytellers memorized history and  beliefs then recited them so their tradition could be passed down from generations.
What determined the different ways of life? Geography
Where were different ways of life located? In the different geographic regions
When did the different ways of life develop? From 10,000 BC through AD 1500.
Why were there different ways of life? Native Americans had to adapt to the various climates. 
How did they meet their basic needs? They used the natural resources around them   
How were their ways of life different?  The geography they lived in caused them to have distinct ways of life. 
Did they have any similarities? In many regions the women collected nuts, roots, seeds, & berries.  Men hunted & fished 
Checkpoint ?-How did the cultures of North America meet their needs? Native Americans met their needs by hunting, gathering, farming, and trading with each other.
Native Americans of North America
Who were the different cultures of North America? The different cultures were determined by the geographic region in which they were located. 
1. What area/ states were they located in?
2)What kind of shelter did they have?
3)Where did they get there food from?
4)Who were some of the tribes in each region?
 
Far North/Artic-1)Alaska and Artic
2)Igloos and tents made out of animal skins.
3) From the Sea and hunted caribou, moose, bear & smaller animals 
4)Inuit & Kutchin
 
Northwest-1) Southern Alaska through Northern California
2)Large wooden houses
3)Hunted deer& bear, fished esp., salmon. Also collected roots & berries.
4)Tlingit, Kwakuitl, Bella, Coola, & Coos
Far West/ California-Intermountain- 1) California & parts of Nevada & Colorado
2)Pit houses & cone shaped houses covered w/ bark
3)Ate small game, some fished & ate berries
4)Nez Perces, Shoshone, Pomos
Southwest- 1)Arizona, New Mexico and the southern parts of Utah & Colorado
2)Large apartment type houses made of adobe
3)Some farmed & hunted
4)Navajo, Hohkam, Apache, Hopi, Pueblo & Comanche
Great Plains-1) Everywhere from east of the Rocky Mountains to Miss. R.
2) Teepees made out of buffalo hides/ eastern part they had earth lodges w/log frames covered w/ dirt.
3)In the eastern part they farmed while in the west they hunted buffalo. 
4)Blackfeet, Mandan, Crow, Dakota, Arapho, &Osage
Eastern Woodlands 1)From southern Canada to the Great Lake region all along the coast down to Virginia.
2)Longhouses and Wigwams made out of wood.
3)First they hunted/fished & foraged for nuts and berries.  Around 1000 AD many had taken up farming
4)2 main groups Algonquian & Iroquois
Southeast-1) From Virginia all the way south to Florida and the Gulf Coast.
2)Wooden framed houses with straw roofs and mud clay sides to keep cool.
3)Farmed and hunted.
4)Cherokee Creeks, Shawnee &, Natchez
Checkpoint ?-In what culture areas was hunting the main way of life?
In the Far North because it was too cold for farming.
Key Terms:
Culture-ways of life
Culture area-regions in which groups of people have similar way of life
Kayak-small boats made from skins
Potlatch-was a ceremony at which the hosts showered their gusts with gifts
Adobe-Sun dried brick
Clan-groups of families that were related to each one another
Sachem-tribal chief
Currency-n. items used as money
Distinct-adj.  Cleary different in quality

